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a collaboration for a sustainable 

future between Chile and California

The Chile-California Council 
is an international non-profit 
organization that promotes 
mutually beneficial relationships 
and knowledge sharing between 
Chile and California in both the 
private and public sectors.
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Dear Councilors, Associates, and Friends:

On behalf of the Chile California Council, I thank you for 
the contributions and assistance you have provided to the 
Council’s activities during 2016.  Your efforts allowed the 
Council to facilitate a number of important collaborations 
and exchanges. Numerous councilors also dedicated time 
and energy as the Council progressed in developing its 
organizational structure and hired new staff.  

The highlight of our achievements in 2016 was the facilitation 
of the first major collaboration between the governments 
of California and Chile.  This collaboration involved four 
major agencies: CAL FIRE, California’s agency to prevent and 

control wildfire; CALOES, California’s Office of Emergency 
Services: CONAF, Chile’s National Forest Corporation; and 
ONEMI, Chile’s National Office of Emergencies.  

The collaboration began with a focus on the prevention and 
control of wildfires, which increasingly afflict both regions, 
but expanded to include other emergencies like earthquakes, 
tsunamis, and flooding, while including efforts to improve 
interagency cooperation, which is so essential in handling 
major disasters.  The four agencies held a major conference 
in Santiago in November 2016, followed by field visits to 
Valparaiso and forest areas in the Temuco and Valdivia 
regions.  USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance 
also collaborated in this effort. The meetings resulted in 
detailed MOUs and plans for specific collaborations, as 

JARVIS
LOVELL (TU)

Lovell (tu) jarvis
chair

Letter from the chairmanThese activities have contributed to 
the effective transfer of knowledge and 
technology between Chile and California, 
and the development of numerous 
public and private partnerships that are 
mutually-enriching.

well as strong relationships among the individuals involved.  
These successes are a tribute to the professionalism and 
personal qualities of the agency directors and their staffs, 
who worked diligently on the outcomes. 

Chile and California share many geographical similarities, 
which offer fruitful opportunities for beneficial exchange 
of knowledge and experience. The November 2016 
collaborations focused on the management of fire and 
other natural disasters that are common to Chile and 
California, and the CCC has previously fostered exchanges 
focused on climate change, water resources, and oceans.  
We have ongoing interest in fostering post-fire ecological 
recovery, national park management, and sustainability 
programs for land, rivers and coastal marine areas.  We 
continue to foster exchanges of information and people 
in the areas of renewable energy and energy efficiency, 
education, technology and innovation and, more recently, 
development of entertainment and the arts.  Our success 
depends importantly on the efforts of our councilors and 
associates.  I hope that each of you will continue to identify 
attractive areas where the Council can have positive impact 
and lead programs in these areas as well.    

Juan Ibanez, our Executive Director for nearly five years, 
resigned to return to Chile with his family. We are grateful to 
Juan for his outstanding service.  We hired Ricardo Rodriguez 
last year as Program Manager, and then hired Ricardo as our 
new Executive Director in January.  We also hired Angeles 
Roy as Operations Manager. Both are doing outstanding 
work. Their bios are listed on our website.  

In closing, let me thank you again for your participation.  I 
look forward to hearing your insights and suggestions as 
we celebrate past achievements and strive to do still better.

Sincerely,
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1963 2008 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Inception of the Chile California 
Program. In the early1960’s, 
Chile and California signed 
an agreement as  part of 
John F. Kennedy’s Alliance 
for Progress Program. This 
accord was re-launched in 
2008 with the creation  of 
the plan Chile California: A 
strategic Association for the 
21st Century.

Launch of the Chile California 
Plan. The Chile California Plan 
was created as a result of the 
signing of the  memorandum 
of Understanding between 
Chile’s President Michelle 
Bachelet and California’s 
then Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.

Incorporation of the Chile 
California Council as a 
501 (c) (3) non-profit on 
the  occasion of the visit of 
President Sebastian Pinera to 
California, bringing together 
representatives from both  
public and private sectors.

CCC Appoints First Executive 
Director and structures the 
board into 5 subcommittees.
› Environment, Energy and 
resource Management.
› Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship.
› Academia, Education 
and Research Exchange.
› Trade, economic growth, 
and Competiveness.
› State and society.

Chile and California Renew 
Agreement for Collaboration. 
Lt. Governor Gavin Newsom 
gives keynote address 
during CCC Annual Meeting 
Highlighting the importance 
of technology in governance.

The CCC Board of Councilors 
Approved a Strategic Plan 
for the Next 4 Years.

Chair Lovell (Tu) Jarvis and 
Chilean Ambassador to the 
United States, Juan Gabriel 
Valdes, sign a new agreement 
between the Chilean Ministry 
of Foreign Relations and the 
Chile California Council to 
boost further collaboration 
between Chile and California. 
› Launch of the New UC 
Davis Center for Excellence 
in Chile.
› Chile and California sign 
a historic joint declaration 
against climate change.

In 2016, CCC expanded 
its influence in Chile and 
California by facilitating 
and implementing several 
activities including: support 
and collaboration in CONAF-
CALFIRE Conference on 
the prevention and control 
of wildfires; collaboration 
between Chile's Oficina 
Nacional de Emergencia 
(ONEMI) and California's 
Office of Emergency Services 
(CAL OES) in the area of 
disaster management; 
and participation in the 
Biodiversity and Ocean 
Conservation Conference.

2016

OUR

HISTORY
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Annual Board 

Meeting Highlights:

› Chile California Council's Fifth Anniversary
In 2016 we celebrated the fifth anniversary of the Chile California Council’s incorporation as a non-
profit organization in California. The visits of Ambassador of Chile in the U.S., Juan Gabriel Valdés 
and the U.S. Ambassador in Chile, Mike Hammer––where they spoke of the importance in billateral 
collaborations between both regions––was one of it's highlights.

› Annual Board Meeting in San Francisco
Our annual board meeting was attended by councilors and their guests as well as government 
officials from Chile and California, and industry experts. We had three fascinating panels: Biodiversity 
and Social Impact of Climate Change in Chile and California which counted with the participation 
of Barbara Saavedra (WCS Chile); Dennis Grossman (CA Strategic Growth Council) and Rafael 
Friedman (PG&E). Economic Development: Challanges and Opportunities for Chile and California, 
with Eduardo Bitran (VP of CORFO) and Gonzalo Rivas (Head of CNIC), and lastly, "The Knowledge 
Economy:Innovation, Clusters and Global Solutions with Eduardo Bitran (CORFO); Dushyant Pathak 
(UC Davis); Gonzalo Rivas (Consejo de Innovación para el Desarrollo); Costas Spanos, CITRIS; 
Louise Steward (Head of Innovation and Entrepreneurship for State of California). We also had a 
lively discussion on the Implementation of collaboration chanels between both regions as it pertains 
conservation. Our keynote speakers were: California Climate Policy and Ken Alex, Director, Governor's 
Office of Planning and Research; Senior a policy Advisor to Governor Jerry Brown.

ANNUAL

BOARD MEETING
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In 2016 we celebrated the fifth 
anniversary of the Chile California 
Council’s incorporation as a non-profit 
organization in California 
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Lovell Tu Jarvis
chairman

Isabel Valdés
vice-president and 
treasurer in ca

Kathleen Barclay
vice president in chile

Daniel Green
general secretary

Agustin Huneeus
past president

Executive Committee Members and Councilors

Councilors

Carol Perez 
us ambassador in chile

Carlos Peña
chancellor, universidad 
diego portales

Alan Bennett 
director, uc davis chile 

Carlos Valderrama
executive vice president, global 
initiatives l.a. chamber of comerce 

Alexandra Edwards
social entrepreneur

Carolyn Schuetz
healthcare consultant

Charles Holloway
international professor emeritus 
gsb stanford university

Courtney Kingston 
kingston family vineyards 
founder 

Eduardo Bendek 
nasa ames scientist  

Eduardo Ergas
ecoscience founder 

Erin Cubbison
design performance 
director at gensler sf

Francisco Letelier
senior vp executive creative 
director, the axis agency

George Gildred
honorary consul in 
san diego   

Harley Shaiken
chairman clas uc berkeley 

Helen Lopez
international relations director 
california state government

BOARD

MEMBERS

The CCC's mission is propelled 
forward by a select number of 
talented and very involved board 
members who share our passion and 
vision for international collaboration 
between Chile and California.

Fernando Flores 
founder pluralistic 
networks

Kathleen Barclay
president amcham chile

Rafael Friedman 
expertstrategic analyst, 
pg & e 

Maria Carkovic
executive director, institute 
for business innovation at 
haas business school

Jose Luis Nazar
entrepreneur in l.a

Marcelo Tokman
ceo enap

Michael Grasty
attorney and founder of 
grasty quintana, majlis and cia.
 

Michael Leatherbee
associate professor of 
innovation and strategy uc

Nicolas Shea
founder start up chile

Oz Erikson
real estate developer 
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Pablo Valenzuela
biochemist, co-founder of 
chiron corporation and 
fundacion ciencia y vida

Ricardo San Martin
professor universidad 
catolica de chile

Roberto Matus
ceo amcham chile

  

Rodolfo Dirzo
bing professor in environmental 
science at stanford university  

Rosa Deves
vice president of academic 
affairs university of chile

Sebastian Edwards
henry ford ii distinguished 
professor of international 
economics ucla

Susanne Stirling
vice-president of international 
affairs, california chamber of 
commerce

Victoria Hurtado 
chief of innovation, 
microsystem

Councilors

We wish to thank our councilors 
for their dedication and 
contributions to our mission. Bernardita Mendez

director fundacion ciencia 
& vida

Chilean Government Representatives

Gabriel Rodriguez
ambassador, director for 
energy, science & technology 
and innovation, ministry of 
foreign affairs, chile

Juan Gabriel Valdes 
ambassador of chile to the 
united states, ministry of 
foreign affairs chile

Enrique Barriga
consul general of chile in 
san francisco. ministry of 
foreign affairs, chile

Jorge Tagle
consul general of chile 
in los angeles, ministry of 
foreign affairs chile
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The Chile-California Council would like to 
thank Juan Ibanez for its years of dedicated 
service to the organization. Your passion, 
hard work, and vision helped us take this 
experimental organization into a thriving 
international non-profit entering its sixth year. 
We wish Juan the best of luck in his future 
endeavors and we are excited to see what the 
new team will bring. 

TEAM

juan ibanez

Immediate past 
Executive Director

"We are grateful to the exceptional 
efforts of our Staff in Northern 
California who have allowed us to 
successfully innovate a growing 
number of activities. Our operations 
manager and a number of interns 
provided key support.”

ricardo rodriguez

Immediate past operation manager
and Incoming Executive Director

cristina de mussy

Executive Secretary in Chile

angeles roy

Incoming Operations Manager
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Environment, Energy
& Resource Management

Innovation
& Entrepreneurship

Academia, Education
& Research Exchange

Trade, Economic Growth 
& Competitiveness

State & Society

The CCC focuses on the following 

five strategic areasAREAS

WE SUPPORT

On an ongoing basis, the CCC invites councilors to 
identify opportunities for collaboration, facilitate 
strategic connection and to incubate ideas in a 
wide range of areas, particularly in education, 
environment, science, technology and innovation.

By promoting the values and opportunities of 
long term collaboration between Chilean and 
Californian individuals, organizations, business 
and governmental institutions, the CCC seeks to 
contribute to the betterment of both territories.

›

›
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ENVIRONMENT, 
ENERGY
& RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT

Areas we support

California has extensive experience in addressing 
environmental, energy, and natural resource issues. 
Chile, as a developing country, can readily adapt to new 
innovations, implementing advancements in infrastructure 
to meet sustainability goals. By combining California’s 
knowledge base, constituted by its agencies, research 
centers, and businesses, with Chile’s growing industries 
and flexible infrastructure, the CCC seeks to position 
Chile as a leader in energy and resource management 
in the coming century.

Chile and California have 
established a strong 
mutually beneficial 
relationship surrounding 
environmental issues

‰
 P

ho
to

 b
y 

M
at

ía
s 

N
eg

re
te



Chile-California Council 2016

24 25

The Chile-California Council (CCC) has developed a program of technical cooperation 
between Chile and the United States –through the agencies CAL OES and CAL Fire from 
the State of California  – in wildfire prevention. By means of this collaboration, it was 
agreed to organize an international seminar to share experiences among professionals 
from CONAF and the State of California. The seminar "Wildfire Prevention in the 
Wildland-Urban Interface in the Face of Climate Change" and the following Strategy 
Session and Technical Workshop, were held in Chile last November with a delegation 
of 10 technical experts from the U.S.

CCC facilitated knowledge exchange in wildfire prevention specifically in the area 
of wildland-urban interface and the impact of climate change. As closing to this 
experience, professionals from both regions met in La Moneda to identify next 
steps and to sign a historic memorandum of understanding and intergovernmental 
agreement between both regions. Technical experts and authorities from the State 
of California also participated in a field trip to Temuco where visitors got to see first 
hand the implementation of earlier tactics by the Chilean government.

CONAF + CAL FIRE

PREVENT WILDFIRES

conaf/ cal fire 

Partnership

Marine Protection

BUILDING NETWORKS

Chilean President Michelle Bachelet announced the creation of new marine protected 
areas in Chile at an event at Stanford University, strengthening Chile’s position as a 
global conservation leader. Altogether, Parque Marino Nazca-Desventuradas, near the 
islands of San Ambrosio and San Felix in the Juan Fernandez Archipelago, will protect 
an area of more than 150,000 square kilometers. This event celebrated those successes 
and focused on how to optimize their design, implementation, and enforcement now 
and in the future.This event examined connections between the marine conservation 
challenges that Chile faces, and the solutions that California has developed over the 
years, especially since the passage of the Marine Life Protection Act in 1999.
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“Biodiversity and Ocean Conservation: The Chilean Opportunity” 

CCC organized a panel on Biodiversity and Climate Change named “Biodiversity 
and Ocean Conservation” where it was discussed how Chile and California can fight 
Climate Change and improve biodiversity. This panel was moderated by Councilor 
Rafael Friedman (PG&E) and had Councilor B.Saavedra, UC Berkeley Professor Miguel 
Altieri and Denny Grossman ( CA Strategic Growth Council).

Biodiversity and 

Ocean Conservation

"Biodiversity and Ocean Conservation: The Chilean Opportunity", 
conference at Stanford University last Summer

presence of Chilean 
and American  
dignitaries:
› Ambassador  Gabriel Valdes
› Ambassador M. Hammer
› Academics
› Entrepreneurs

CCC collaborated with Conicyt and UC Berkeley Seed Grant to bring distinguished 
Professor of energy, Daniel Kamman, to Santiago last summer where discussed the 
incorporation and impact of non-conventional renewable energy in Chile. During this 
visit he met with Fundacion Chile, the US-Chile Energy Business Council, The Chilean 
Association of Generators, AMCHAM Chile, CORFO Professor Marcelo Tokman, US 
Ambassador Mike Hammer and the Chilean Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Professor Daniel 

Kammen visits Chile

AMCHAM Waste
 Management Conference 

In the context of a joint declaration between Chile and California on Climate Change, CCC joined the Camara 
Chilena Nortemericana Nacional de Comercio and AMCHAM Chile in organizing REP’s (Responsabilidad 
Extendida al Productor) International Seminar. Through REP, producing companies, factories, and exporters 
will have to take ownership in terms of recycling of all products, raising our environmental standards, which 
in turn will incentivize the development of public policy that will be beneficial to all segments of society. 
This conference was led by Councilor Kathleen Barclay and included Chile's Undersecretary of Environment                                          
Marcelo Mena; San Jose California's Deputy Director of Environment,Jo Ziente; and representatives from 
the private sector and non-profits.   
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currents collaborators 
Energy - Environment & Marine conservation
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AGREEMENTS:

› Marine Education Program/Packard Foundation

›  UC Davis Partnership

› State of California and the Republic of Chile

› ONEMI-CAL OES

› CAL FIRE-CONAF

› Under 2 MO State of California - Municipalidad de Santiago

The CCC represents an opportunity to connect Chile with the 
most advanced examples in innovation and sustainability, and 
California with a fertile human-natural territory to expand their 
vision. Of special interest is marine conservation, in which 
both states can articulate cooperation (technical, financial, 
governance, etc), offering an example to the World on how to 
address global challenges in benefit of us all.
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INNOVATION & 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Areas we support

The CCC facilitates the growth of the collaborative ecosystem 
for innovation. Working closely with universities, start-
ups, non-profits, and entrepreneurs, the CCC supports the 
sharing of knowledge and experience, to increase future 
opportunities for growth in Chile, California and beyond.

Economic development 
increasingly depends 
on the ability to create 
all kinds of new ideas
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REGIONAL INNOVATION

We held a panel focused on the promotion of regional innovation in the private 
and public sector in Chile and California, led by Maria Carkovic, Executive Director, 
Institute for Business Innovation at Haas School of Business; Gonzalo Rivas, President 
of Chilean Innovation Council; Eduardo Bitrán, VP of CORFO;  Dushyant Pathak, 
Associate Vice Chancellor, Technology Management & Corporate Relations at UC 
Davis; and Louis Steward, Head of Innovation & Entrepreneurship, CA Government.

Biotech Collaboration between 

Concepcion and thr Bay area

CCC ignited the collaboration between Concepción's 
Scientific Community and Bay Area Biotech experts to 
lead the scene in Chile through the International Seminar 
"Challenges for Innovation in Public Health Policies". 

Biotech Tonic

Last January, CCC with the collaboration of  Redbionova, Austral Incuba, Fundacion 
Ciencia & Vida and Andes Biotechnologies, presented the first Biotech Tonic in San 
Francisco, CA. Led by the Molecular Biotechnology Engineer, Cristian Hernandez 
interviewed CCC's councilor Pablo Valenzuela where he discussed his life work with 
over the 50 attendees.

MBA Chile 

Conference

With the support of our councilor Sebastian Edwards, CCC participated in the MBA Chile 
Conference in UCLA last April.



Chile-California Council 2016

34 35

Innovation & Entrepreneurship

COOPERATION AGREEMENTS:

› Assembio-BAY BIO

› Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez - UCLA Anderson School  
 of Management.

› Stanford School of Education and Universidad Católica

› Stanford Technology Ventures Program - Universidad  
 Diego Portales

› Ingeniería UC - UC Berkeley

currents collaborators 
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ACADEMIA, 
EDUCATION
& RESEARCH 
EXCHANGE

Areas we support

One essential intent of the strategic agreement between 
Chile and California signed in 2008 was the formation of 
advanced human capital. Future governmental policies will 
need to apply more stress on upgrading human capital 
by providing access to a wider range of skills, enhancing 
the capacity to learn. Improving knowledge distribution 
and the diffusion of technology in order to maximize the 
benefits of leaned technology for increased productivity. 
According to international rankings, the state of California 
boasts some of the best universities with more than five 
ranking within the top 25 in the world. In this vein, the 
CCC has deepened its previous commitment to foster 
education ties and formalize strategic partnerships. We 
work closely with deans, faculty members, professors and 
students to nurture existing channels of cooperation in 
order to expand into new collaborative ventures, foster 
new research opportunities, engage in cross disciplinary 
dialogue, refine pedagogical practices and develop 
advanced human capital.

The CCC has deepened its
previous commitment to foster 
education ties and formalize 
strategic partnerships

‰
 P

ho
to

 b
y 

M
at

ía
s 

N
eg

re
te



Chile-California Council 2016

38 39

Visit of Chilean Ambassador to the US Juan 

Gabriel Valdes to the World Affairs Council

Ambassador Valdes spoke about the renewal of the Chile California Plan 
to promote strategic and mutually beneficial partnerships between both 
regions with the goal for development in the areas of clean energy, agriculture 
and higher education.

Singularity University Summit in Chile

Singularity University (SU), a benefit corporation committed to creating 
positive global impact through exponential technologies, led its first Singularity 
U Summit in Chile, also the first in the Latin America region.  Over two 
days, 14 influential global industry personalities of science, technology and 
innovation analyzed the future challenges that business, organizations and 
Chilean industries are facing. The Singularity U Chile Summit was organized 
by BeSTinnovation through its partner and creator, Barbara Silva.
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Academia, Education & Research Exchange

COOPERATION AGREEMENTS:
› GSB Stanford-Microsoft Chile

› Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory - 
 Universidad de Antofagasta

› UCLA-Conicyt

› UC Davis-DUOC-COANIQUEM

› UC Davis - Universidad Austral

› Pfizer/La Joya -CORFO

› UC Davis Chile - CORFO

currents collaborators 
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TRADE, ECONOMIC 
GROWTH & 
COMPETITIVENESS

Areas we support

By promoting collaboration with California in key areas 
such as science, technology, energy, and education, the 
CCC facilitates discussion on how to integrate technology 
and the best busisness practices to achieve a more 
inclusive development. California, at the same time, faces 
challenges and is willing to lead international collaboration 
to rethink nobel solutions using its super infraestrcutre, 
technology, university capacity and innovative attitude.    

CCC facilitates discussion
on how to integrate 
technology and the best 
busisness practices to achive 
a more inclusive development
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STATE & SOCIETY

Areas we support

State and society are interrelated concepts with the 
progress of one influencing the other. A society refers 
to the concept of a group of people held together in the 
pursuit of common goals, whereas the state is a political 
organization with authority, sovereignty and territory. They 
influence each other but the basic difference between the 
two is that a society is comprised of voluntary actions, 
while within the state, the actions are rigid and pertain 
laws, rules and regulations. In 2016, the CCC encouraged 
cultural and educational exchanges in the realm of state 
and society focusing on educational reform, climate change, 
food security and sustainability, innovation and applied 
technology; science and connecting societies globally.

State and society are 
interrelated concepts 
with the progress of one 
influencing the other
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Visit of Chilean Ambassador to the United States, Juan Gabriel Valdés to Los Angeles where he had a vibrant dialogue 
will several UCLA professors and students. In his talk "Chile, the United States and Asia", hosted by Councilor 
and International Economics Professor at the Center for Global Management at UCLA Sebastian Edwards, AMB 
Valdes emphasized the importance of collaboration among the economies from the Pacific Rim, current challenges 
of democracy and participation, and an interesting historical context of the relation between Chile and the U.S. 

INITIATIVES

Visit of Chilean 

Ambassador to UCLA Safety and Regulatory Aspects of Cannabis 

Production and Consumption 

Mr. Eduardo Vergara Bolbaran, Head of Public Safety at the Minister of Interior in Chile, 
visited San Francisco last October to speak about regulatory aspects of narcotics control 
and organized crime with a number of leaders in the field. Thanks to CCC's support, he 
met with the SF and Berkeley Police Departments, city officials, and the following state 
agencies--Department of Public Health,the Department of Food and Agriculture, Department 
of Consumer Affairs, Medical Cannabis regulation, and the Office of Emergency Services.
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COOPERATION AGREEMENTS

›  UC Berkeley and Universidad de Chile

State & Society

currents collaborators 
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We foster innovative approaches to 
development using the strong alliance 
between Chile and California. We are 
a go - to place for people interested 
in creating a sustainable future.
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FINANCIALS 2016

social media

QUICK VIEW 1705 Contacts in our Network
 
WEB SITE 507 Average Distinct Monthly Visitors
 
FACEBOOK 1112 LIKES
 

TWITTER 562 FOLLOWERS
 30 % From the US, 33% from Chile and 
 34% from other countries
 
LINKEDIN 53 FOLLOWERS
 Mid to Upper level professionals

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 2016 
(in USD) 

 
INCOME 
Donations 29,723
Chile Governemnt Grant (less refund) 89,947
Chilean Governemnt in Kind 123,403
Pro-Bono and In-Kind Donations 18,07

Total 261,142
 
EXPENSES 
Personnel 148,738
Rent or Lease 20,736
Operational Cost 36,297
Projects 35,051
Annual Board Meeting 15,029
insurance 4,117

Total 259,968
 
NET INCOME 1,174

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 2016 
(in USD) 

 
ASSETS 
Current Assets
Bank Accounts   16,157

Total Current Assets   16,157 

LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities   379

Total Current Liabilities   379

EQUITY
Unrestricted Net Assets   14,604
Net Income   1,174

Total Equity  15,778
 
NET INCOME 1,174

60% men  40% women
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